Conceptual Physics

Michael Hulstein

Phone: 367-7970
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E-mail: Michael.Hulstein@k12.sd.us

Website: https://whs-physics.weebly.com/
Primary Topics of Study:
· Science and Its Methods

· Mechanics (motion of objects)
· outer space and earths interior
· Sound and Light

· Electricity and Magnetism

Goals for Physics Success:
A student who is getting the most out of their Physics class experience should be able to . . .

· Collect and interpret data, then use these observations to make predictions about other scientific situations. 

· Use Chromebooks, graphing software, calculators, and related equipment as tools in the collection and analysis of data.

· Solve problems using given and derived Physics equations.

· Communicate the science concepts they have learned in writing and through speaking.

· Work cooperatively in a group and effectively as an individual.
Needed Supplies:
· Chromebook and headphones: we will be using Socrative, google classroom, ed-puzzle and other physics websites for our physics curriculum. 
· Calculator: A scientific calculator will be needed for class. If you plan to continue in your study of science, you may wish to purchase a graphing calculator (a TI-84 is recommended.) If you do not have or cannot purchase a calculator, see me about checking one out for use during class. 

· Notebook and binder: You will receive a large number of handouts in this class, so a notebook and binder just for physics is recommended to organize assignments, labs, and class notes.

Absences:
· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain and complete the work for the day(s) you missed. 
· Our class website on google classroom will be used each day for classroom activities. 
· If you have missed a lab activity, you may complete the lab before/after school. It is your responsibility to schedule a make-up time with me when you return.

· If you know ahead of time that you will be absent, see me to get the assignment before you leave.
Retakes:
· Retakes will be allowed for tests on a case to case basis. (Does not include Semester Tests)

·To request a retake, sign up with me for a test time. An additional review assignment must also be completed. No retakes will be given the last week of the quarter.
· I will use the best score between your original score and your retake score. 
Grading Procedures: 
· (5%) An online quiz will be given every day using Socrative except when there is a test.  I will not grade every quiz but will randomly pick days to take grades. The quizzes are over the material that was assigned the day before or for items that are important to know throughout the course. 
· (10%) Homework will be assigned for each chapter. All homework for the chapter will be due on the date stated and must be turned in at the beginning of class. Homework assignments turned in late will drop a letter grade for each day after the due date.  
· (10%) Labs will be done frequently in class. Each student will be required to complete their own copy of the lab to turn in, including lab procedures, data tables, and conclusions. Labs turned in late will drop a letter grade for each day after the due date.

· (25%) Quizzes will be given every week. They will be open note and you will have 3 chances to get the best grade. Quizzes will generally be assigned on Monday and due by the end of the day Friday. Late quizzes will be scored as a zero.

· (35%) Tests will be given at the end of each chapter or unit. Unless previous arrangements have been made, tests must be taken on the scheduled date and completed by the end of the class period. If you are absent, you will need to schedule a time to take the test with me.

· (15%) Semester Test given at the end of the Semester (January)
Letter grades are determined by the following scale:

	90% - 100% = A

	80% - 90% = B

	70% - 80% = C

	60% - 70% = D

	< 60% = F

	


Extra Help:
· I will be available for extra help in Room A252 before/after school whenever possible. You are also welcome to email me at Michael.Hulstein@k12.sd.us
· We will be forming study groups in class to do labs and cooperative learning activities. If you have questions on homework during class, you are encouraged to ask one of your group members for help as well as asking me.
· I want you to be successful in this class! Get extra help as soon as you encounter difficulties. 
Often 5 minutes of extra help is all you need to understand a troublesome topic, so don’t wait until you are behind on a whole chapter’s work to ask!
Have a Great Year!
